Cultured composite skin grafts: biological skin equivalents permitting massive expansion.
After assessment in mice, a biological skin equivalent consisting of cultured fibroblasts in a collagen gel overlain with cultured keratinocytes was applied to three patients who had had tattoos excised. In all patients the grafts took well with good cosmetic results and little or no contracture. A biopsy at 4 weeks showed that the central graft area had a fully differentiated epidermis and a mature dermis without adnexae.